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Foreword 
 

Lt Gen Rajesh Pant 
National Cyber Security Coordinator 

 
 

It is my great pleasure to learn that the South Asia and Commonwealth Cyber Security 
Dialogue will take place at the United Nations Complex in Delhi on 20 September 
2019.  

This important programme is co-hosted by the India Future Foundation and the 
Commonwealth Security Group, and will bring together senior decision makers from 
across India as well as from the wider Commonwealth. 

This dialogue comes at a critical time; never has international cooperation in cyber 
security been more necessary. The world is at the start of the fourth industrial 
revolution. Exciting new developments in technology, digitisation, and automation are 
working together to answer many of global societies’ most pressing needs. Yet with 
these emerging developments come emerging risks. This event will explore the social 
and economic component of cyber security, asking what more can be done, what are 
the threats we face, and who is committed to the challenge.  

Throughout the day, the event will cover capacity development, tackling the misuse of 
the internet by violent extremists, the role of women in cyber security, safeguarding 
children online, and securing the opportunities of the fourth industrial revolution. The 
aim is to identify new areas of international multi-stakeholder cooperation, build lasting 
partnerships, and develop a draft of practical policy level solutions to be championed 
in this region, the Commonwealth, and the rest of the world. 

India sits at the very forefront of the fight against cyber threats. Our growing economy 
and ICT requirements have transformed this country into a centre for technological 
advancement. As we embrace the vast potential of the future the event welcomes this 
opportunity to host members of the wider Commonwealth community to share success 
stories. Through trusted international relationships we will better secure the 
opportunities ahead, and protect all our people. I wish the event success in its 
endeavour to further international cooperation in cyber security. 

 

Lt Gen Rajesh Pant 
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                                 Agenda             *correct at time of print 
 
 

09.30-10.00: Registration 
 
10.00-10.15: Welcome Panel: An Introduction to UN Cyber Security Activities in 
South Asia – UN Women, UNODC, UNICEF 
 
10.15-11.30: Inaugural Session: Keynote Address and Priorities for 
Commonwealth Cyber Cooperation 
 
Keynote Address: Lt. Gen Rajesh Pant, National Cyber Security Coordinator, 
Government of India 

1. HE Sir Dominic Asquith, KCMG British High Commissioner to the Republic of 
India 

2. HE Ernest Rwamucyo, Rwanda High Commissioner to the Republic of India 
3. Mr. Moses Chellai, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development 
4. Mr. US Rawat, JS Cyber Diplomacy, Ministry of External Affairs 
5. Dr. Sanjay Bahl, Director General, CERT- IN 

 
Vote of Thanks: Mr Kanishk Gaur, Co-Founder, India Future Foundation 

 
11.30-11.45: Tea 
 
11.45-12.00: The Role of Industry in Providing Cyber Security: Address by 
Forescout 
 
Address: Ramsunder Papineni, Regional Director, SAARC, Forescout 
 
12.00-13.00: Session 1: Protecting Critical Information Infrastructure from 
Advanced Cyber Threats 
 

1. Gp Capt (Dr) RK Singh, NCIIPC 
2. Shri G Narendra Nath, JS, NSCS  
3. Shri Ashok Kumar, Director I4C, CIS Division 
4. Dr. Martin Koyabe, Head of Cyber Security Capacity Development, 

Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation 
 
Moderator: Mr Amit Dubey, Co-Founder, India Future Foundation 

 
13.00-14.00: Networking Lunch 
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14.00-15.00: Session 2: Creating a Safe and Gender Equal Cyberspace  
 

1. Bishakha Datta, Representative from Point of View* 
2. Dr. Ravi Verma Regional Director Asia – International Centre for Research on 

Women* 
3. Laura Higgins: Online Safety Operations Manager at SWGfL, lead partner of 

the UK Safer Internet Centre* 
4. Nanjira Sambuli:  Senior Policy Manager, World Wide Web Foundation. * 
 
Moderator: Ms. Anju Pandey, EVAW Specialist, UN Women. 

 
15.00-16.00: Session 3: Securing Future Technology 
 

1. S.S. Sarma, Director (Operations & Cyber Swacthha Kendra), CERT-India 
2. Tirthankar Dutta, Senior VP & CISO, Info Edge India Ltd. (Naukri.com) 
3. Anand Pande, Senior VP & CISO, Good & Services Tax Network 
4. Salil Mittal, Head Telecom Security, Reliance Jio 
 
Moderator: Col. A.K Anand, Advisor, India Future Foundation 

 
16.00-16.15 Tea 
 
16.15-17.15: Session 4: Countering the Misuse of the Internet by Violent 
Extremists 
 

1. Mr. Brijesh Singh, Inspector General of Police - Cyber, Government of 
Maharashtra 

2. Ms Amy Longland, Programme Officer, CVE Unit, Commonwealth Secretariat 
3. Kiran S, Superintendent of Police, Central Bureau of Investigation. 
4. Dr. Muktesh Chander, Special Commissioner, Operations, Delhi Police 

 
Moderator: Mr Freddie Woolland, Managing Director, Commonwealth Security 
Group 

 
17.15-18.15: Session 5: Safeguarding Children in Cyber Space 
 

1. Anand Swaroop, Inspector General of Police- Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
2. Mr. M Mahuruf, Managing Director, PEaCE/ECPAT Sri Lanka 
3. Mr. Rakesh Maheshwari, Sr. Director - Cyber Law & security, MEITY 
4. N. S. Nappinai, Advocate, Supreme Court & Expert & Author, Cyber Laws 

 
Moderator: Mr Hari Om, Royal Commonwealth Society of India 

 
18.15-18.30: Concluding Remarks: Brig Manjeet Singh, Principal Defence 
Specialist (Cyber), National Security Council Secretariat 
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Programme Notes 
 
 
 
Inaugural Session: Keynote Address and the 2018 Commonwealth Cyber 
Declaration – Priorities for Commonwealth Cyber Cooperation 
 
The inaugural session will first feature Lt Gen Rajesh Pant deliver the keynote address 
as the National Cyber Security Coordinator. Lt Gen Rajesh Pant assumed the position 
as National Cyber Security Coordinator in April this year, and in his role has oversight 
of the entire Indian cyber security strategy. His address will reflect the priorities and 
successes of the Indian Government in developing cyber security policy to protect the 
world’s fifth largest economy. After the keynote address this session will feature a 
further three presentations from high level voices of the Commonwealth. HE 
Sir Dominic Asquith, KCMG British High Commissioner will represent the view of the 
United Kingdom as current Chair of the Commonwealth, and the host of the 2018 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM). This will be followed by HE 
Ernest Rwamucyo, Rwandan High Commissioner, who will reflect the priorities of the 
Rwandan Government as they prepare to host CHOGM 2020 and assume the 
Commonwealth Chair from the United Kingdom. Dr Sanjay Bahl will proceed to offer 
his perspective on how Commonwealth countries, cooperating at the technical 
regulatory level can mutually support one another in identifying and responding to 
emerging cyber threats. And finally Mr US Rawat, Director of Cyber Diplomacy in the 
Ministry of External Affairs will highlight opportunities for Commonwealth cyber 
cooperation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Session 1: Protecting Critical Information Infrastructure from Advanced Cyber 
Threats 
 
Globally, ICT is playing a vital role in delivering IT enabled services to the people. The 
deployment of Internet of Things (IoT) systems has also resulted in increased threats 
and vulnerabilities to the Critical Information Infrastructure. Any disruption / 
incapacitation of the underlying ICT Infrastructure in the Critical Sectors like Banking, 
Telecom, Transport, Power, Energy may have cascading impact on National Security, 
National Economy, Public Health and Public Safety. A multi-stakeholder approach 
including international cooperation at various levels is the key to prevention and 
mitigation. We will explore how Commonwealth countries can improve the existing 
mechanism of sharing threat intelligence, resolution of cyber crimes and mitigation of 
cyber threats to Critical Information Infrastructure. 
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Session 2: Creating a Safe and Gender Equal Cyberspace 
 
On social and economic levels, women throughout South Asia and the wider 
Commonwealth have been empowered by not only having online access to markets 
and information but also as employees or business owners in the cyber industry.  The 
cyber space can be an effective tool for women’s empowerment, which has significant 
security pay-off. Yet their development is impeded when access is denied and when 
women face violence in the cyber space. Women are more vulnerable to online abuse 
including tracking/stalking, bullying, harassment and sexual harassment with an 
inherent risk to personal security as this migrates from the online to offline space 
(public, private or work spaces) or vice a versa, resulting in them withdrawing from the 
cyber space completely.  
 
This session will focus on how social norms and behaviour determine women’s access 
to and use of the cyber space, understand the economic viability of the cyber space, 
legal frameworks and policies that govern this space from the perspective of digital 
equality and on transforming what is quickly getting defined as ' normal' in the context 
of cyber space. The overall, outcome of the session, would be to develop a multi-
stakeholder and pan-Commonwealth consensus to ensure an equal right to the cyber 
space and the secure engagement of women in the online revolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
Session 3: Securing Future Technology  
 
The world sits at the forefront of the fourth industrial revolution, characterised by the 
fusion of the physical, digital, and biological spheres, and its rapid growth across the 
world. Industry 4.0 presents significant opportunities. Crypto currencies can 
revolutionise international trade and financial transactions. Nanotechnology has the 
potential to reverse the impacts of climate change and bring about medical 
advancements hitherto impossible. And other technologies are improving not only our 
interconnectivity, but the way we manage and function in our daily lives. Yet Industry 
4.0 presents associated and direct risks. The threat of hacking and autonomous AI are 
stark, while the impact of Industry 4.0 could lead to employment decline, and an 
exacerbation of the wealth gap. This session will focus on how we can mitigate the 
threats to future technology, and those security challenges presented by the 
revolution. In it we shall scan the horizon of cyber threats, seeking to identify early the 
issues that will dawn upon us, and help develop a regional and Commonwealth 
consensus on challenging these threats. 
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Session 4: Countering the Misuse of the Internet by Violent Extremists  
 
This session will look at current efforts from law enforcement agencies, and anti-
extremism bodies to tackle the misuse of cyber space by violent extremists. We will 
discuss how national agencies can strengthen their international co-ordination and 
work towards a unified strategy. Of critical importance will be the views of leading 
online companies that possess some of the wherewithal to support government, law 
enforcement, civil society, and smaller companies to improve their ability to face down 
online radicalisation and extremist propaganda. 
 
 
 
 
 
Session 5: Safeguarding Children in Cyber Space  
 
Protecting children from the risks of grooming, human trafficking, bullying and abuse 
inherent in their use of the internet and social media is an issue of  global concern, yet 
efforts to counter these threats have been variable and ad hoc.   
 
This session will analyse the threat, assess actions taken to date in India and other 
South Asian countries, consider best practice and options for greater Commonwealth 
and international co-operation and co-ordination in intelligence-gathering and joint 
action. 
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Speaker Highlights 
 
 
 

LT GEN RAJESH PANT 
 
Lt General (Dr) Rajesh Pant is an internationally 
recognised Cyber Security expert, who is presently 
tenanting the prestigious appointment of National 
Cyber Security Coordinator in the National 
Security Council of India. In this capacity he is 
responsible for coordinating all activities across 
multiple sectors to ensure a secure and resilient 
cyber space within the nation. 
He holds a PhD degree for his research in the field 
of Information Security metrics. He is also MTech 
from IIT Kharagpur, MPhil from Madras University 
and Master of Management Studies from Osmania 
University. 
Prior to this appointment, he was the head of the 
Army’s Cyber Training establishment for three 
years. He served in the Army Signals Corps for 41 
years wherein he was awarded three times by the 
President of India for distinguished service of the 

highest order. Consequent to his retirement, he was Chairman of Precision Electronics Ltd 
as also a Governing Council member of IETE(India). 
General Pant brings to the table an interesting mix of military operations, academic 
excellence, corporate governance and cyber security wisdom. 

 
 
 

THE HON SIR DOMINIC ASQUITH KCMG:  
Sir Dominic Asquith has been the United Kingdom’s 
High Commissioner to India since March 2016, and is 
responsible for all aspects of the UK’s relationship 
with India.  
After having been variously a teacher, journalist and 
political analyst in the Middle East, Sir Dominic joined 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 1983. In his 
career of more than thirty years at the FCO he has 
worked on a wide range of international issues. His 
diplomatic postings include Damascus, Muscat, 
Washington, Buenos Aires, Riyadh, Baghdad, Cairo 
and Tripoli (the last three as Ambassador).  
After retiring in 2013, Sir Dominic held senior positions 
in various companies involved principally on Middle 
East projects. He was then asked to return to 

government service for the current position.   
Sir Dominic is married to Louise Asquith. They have two sons and two daughters. 
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HE ERNEST RWAMUCYO 
 

Ernest Rwamucyo is the High Commissioner of 
Rwanda to the India. He is also accredited to Sri Lanka 
and Bangladesh. Prior to his appointment to India, Mr. 
Rwamucyo was High Commissioner of the Republic of 
Rwanda to the United Kingdom and Non-Resident 
Ambassador to Ireland.  
H.E. Rwamucyo has extensive experience working on 
development and poverty reduction policies in Sub-
Saharan Africa. He worked with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in New York as 
Policy Advisor on the Millennium Development Goals. 
Before joining UNDP, Ernest Rwamucyo worked for 
the Government of Rwanda as Director-General for 
Economic Development Planning in the Ministry of 

Finance and Economic Planning. He was also Director of Strategic planning and Poverty 
Reduction Monitoring in the Ministry. Ernest worked at the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF) 
Secretariat as head of Economic Planning before joining Rwanda’s Ministry of Finance.  
H.E. Rwamucyo has been Chair and member of Board of Directors of Several Public and 
Private enterprises and non-governmental organizations. He was also a researcher and 
Assistant Lecturer at the National University of Rwanda.  
H.E. Ernest Rwamucyo holds a masters degree in Development Policy and Planning from 
Cornell University and a Bachelors degree in Public Administration from the National 
University of Rwanda.  
Mr. Rwamucyo was awarded 2012 Diplomat of the year from Africa by Diplomat Magazine in 
London. 

 
 
UPENDER SINGH RAWAT 
 

Upender Singh Rawat is the Joint Secretary in charge of 
eGovernance & Information Technology and Cyber Diplomacy 
Divisions at the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. The eG&IT 
Division is responsible for eGovernance and IT related matters in the 
Ministry and Indian Missions & Posts abroad. The Cyber Diplomacy 
Division oversees India's bilateral and multilateral cooperation on 
cyber issues. 
 
His past assignments in Delhi have included work as Desk Officer 
on Consular & Extradition Matters and Joint Secretary in charge of 
Consular, Passport and Visa Division 
 

As a career diplomat he served in various capacities starting as Third Secretary in the 
Embassy of India, Buenos Aires where he learnt Spanish language in the University of Buenos 
Aires. He also served in Indian Diplomatic Missions in Slovakia, UK and Mexico. His most 
recent diplomatic assignment was as Deputy Chief of Mission in the Indian Embassy in the 
Republic of Korea. 
 
He holds a five-year integrated Masters degree in Physics from Indian Institute of Technology, 
Kanpur. Prior to joining the Government of India, he was a Physics instructor. 
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DR SANJAY BAHL 

Dr. Sanjay Bahl is currently the Director General of the Indian 
Computer Emergency Response Team. He has almost three and 
a half decades of experience in the ICT industry. His background 
includes broad and deep skills and knowledge encompassing 
unique experiences in technology, business, global trade, and 
policy in the private and public sectors along with academic, 
public policy and legal areas. 
As resource person for UN-APCICT, Dr. Bahl has delivered the 
security and privacy training module of the Academy of ICT 
Essentials for government leaders. He was the Global Chief 
Security Officer (CSO) for Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and 
the CSO for Microsoft Corporation (India) Pvt Ltd. He was the 
Chief Information Officer (CIO) for Hughes Tele.com (India) Ltd 

on secondment from TCS. While at PT Infotimur Sistimatama, Jakarta, and CMC Ltd, New 
Delhi, he developed, executed and managed large complex software and turnkey projects. 
He has been a member of various Security committees at National and International level. 

 
 
 
RAMSUNDER PAPINENI 
 

Ramsunder has rich technology selling expertise with over 
26 years of experience in running large Field operations 
and sales organisations across industry verticals.  
 
Prior to joining Forescout, Ramsunder was leading the 
FireEye Business in the SAARC Region.the Dy Managing 
Director for McAfee India and was responsible for driving 
the security solutions in large enterprises across India and 
SAARC. He has successfully grown the India enterprise 
Business by 3X in the 4 years at McAfee. Prior to McAfee 
Ramsunder was with EMC; heading the Content 
management and Archiving Business unit where he was 
responsible for starting the business and grew the business 
to be a leader in the Content Management Industry in India. 
He has also held senior sales & sales management 

positions at Newgen Software Technologies and Xerox. Ramsunder has worked extensively 
with organizations from the Telecom, BFSI and Government verticals during his successful 
professional career. 
 
Ramsunder is an alumnus of the Harvard Business School where he completed his General 
Management Program in 2011. He holds an MBA from the Faculty of Management Studies, 
University of Delhi. 
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MOSES CHALAI 
 

K. Moses Chalai, IAS is currently the Additional Secretary in the Ministry 
of Women & Child Development, New Delhi. Previous posts include  
Principal Secretary for Higher Education, Horticulture, Health, 
Cooperation, Social Welfare, SCERT; Programme Coordinator North 
Eastern Region Community Resource Management Project 
(NERCORMP) and Dy Commissioner, Tamenglong, Senapati, Chandel. 

 

 

 

 

FREDDIE WOOLLAND 

Freddie is Managing Director of the Commonwealth Security Group. He 
previously spent 7 years in the British Army, serving as a Cavalry 
reconnaissance officer.  Through the course of his military career 
Freddie served on operations in Afghanistan, as well as on training 
deployments to Malaysia, Sierra Leone, and Tunisia. Prior to joining the 
Army he spent 2 years working on investment promotion projects in 
Africa, the South Pacific, and Asia for the Commonwealth Business 
Council. Freddie has a Master’s degree in International Affairs from the 
University of Vienna. 

 

 

 

KANISHK GAUR 

Kanishk is Founder of India Future Foundation .He is a 
TedX Speaker, Chevening  Fellow and Cyber Security 
Expert with 12 plus years of experience . Priorily  he has 
worked with two of the largest Big 4 consulting firms in 
the world, advising clients in Financial Services , 
Telecom, Technology, Healthcare, Manufacturing, 
Government and Defence Industry.At India Future 
Foundation he  promotes Not for Profit Initiatives like 
Gender Equality, Online Safety of Women and Children, 

Cyber Safety and Awareness of Consumers on Internet. Kanishk holds a post graduate 
diploma in management from Management Development Institute Gurgaon and currently 
pursuing his Doctoral Research Fellowship at Indian Institute of Management Lucknow. 
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DR RK SINGH 

Dr. RK Singh received his  M. Tech. (Communication) from 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay and awarded his Ph. 
D. degree   on UWB Microstrip Antenna Design. He is a serving 
Group Caption  in Indian Air Force. He has vast experience in 
the field of Cyber security, Communication and Networking 
Systems. He has published multiple research papers on 
International Journals and Conferences. His areas of interest 
include  Communication Systems  and Cyber Security. He is 
presently  Director, National Critical Information Infrastructure. 

 
 
 
 
 
ANJU DUBEY PANDEY 
 

Anju Dubey Pandey holds an M Phil in Political Science from the 
Jawahar Lal Nehru University, New Delhi. Anju brings with her 
over 21 years of experience on promoting gender equality and 
women’s empowerment, with a particular focus on ending 
violence against women and girls; gender responsive planning 
and budgeting; and promoting women’s leadership. She has 
published several books and manuals. She joined UN Women in 
2011. 

 
 
 
 

AMY LONGLAND 
 

Amy Longland is a Programme Officer for the Commonwealth 
Secretariat’s Countering Violent Extremism Unit, providing technical 
assistance to strengthen CVE mechanisms in Commonwealth 
countries. Amy holds a Master of Sciences in International Relations 
and Global Issues from the University of Nottingham, and is 
experienced in the field of strategy, project management, operational 
delivery, communications and policy from tenures both in the third 
sector and government. Amy has worked extensively within and 
across local and international governments, especially in regard to 
empowering women and young people to become active agents of 
change within their own communities and to thereby strengthen the 

civic societies needed to inhibit violent extremism. 
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BRIJESH SINGH IPS 
 

Secretary & Director General, Information & Public Relations 
and Special Inspector General of Police, Cyber 
Government of Maharashtra 
Brijesh Singh is head of Maharashtra Cyber, a unit looking 
after Cybersecurity of Government of Maharashtra. He is 
leading the implementation of MH Cyber Project, CERT MH 
and Predictive Policing units.He is also implementing unique 
project of Automated Multi-Modal Biometric Identification 
System (AMBIS), which is the first initiative in India, where 
IRIS, Face recognition, Finger and Palm prints will be used 
for identification of criminals. 
Previously, he has implemented huge and successful 

projects like Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & System (CCTNS) project, other IT 
schemes for Policing. Presently he is also heading the CCTNS Task force developing big data 
solutions and analytics on crime data. 
 He is also a published Author. Has penned thriller "Quantum Siege" for Penguin books. His 
recent book “Dangerous Minds of India”, is out on the stands now. 
 
 
 
RAKESH MAHESHWARI 

 
Rakesh Maheshwari, is  Sr. Director working in Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology (MeitY) and presently designated as Group 
Co-ordinator (GC) for Cyber Laws and e-Security and also for  Indian 
Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In). As Cyber Law Head, 
responsible for administration of Information Technology (IT) Act 2000 
from MeitY (Govt.) perspective, including critical functions of Blocking of  
access of information on the Internet;  other functions relating to 
regulation of Intermediaries (Stock exchanges, Social media sites etc.); 
Notification of Electronic Examiner Labs within the context of IT Act; 

Promotion of Cyber Security Activities  etc.  

 
 

NS NAPPINAI 
 
N. S. Nappinai, a highly respected and senior practitioner (since 
1991) before the Supreme Court of India and Bombay High Court, 
has pioneered the development of cyber laws in India. Her 
repertoire includes a large array of cases pertaining to 
Constitutional, Criminal, cybercrime, IPR, corporate and 
commercial laws. She has undertaken transactions and litigations 
across multiple jurisdictions in her professional capacity. 
An alumnus of the Chevening Cybersecurity Fellowship, UK and 
also of the International leadership Program (IVLP), of the 
Department of State, USA, Ms. Nappinai has addressed sessions 

inter alia in cyber laws and IPR at National and International Conferences. 
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DR MARTIN KOYABE 

Martin has delivered a number of national strategies in 
Cybersecurity, Broadband, Regulation and ICT for a number of 
countries and organisations. Most recently he led the CTO team 
in assisting a number of countries develop their National 
Cybersecurity Strategies including Botswana, Cameroon, 
Uganda, Fiji, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Senegal, Eswatini 
and Bermuda. Most notably is his recent contribution towards the 
development of the National Cybersecurity Strategy Guide, 
published in 2018 with other partners, including the ITU.   
Martin is also part of the team that undertook a Strategic Planning 
initiative for CRAN Namibia and developed the ICT Strategy for 

the Ministry of Transport and Communications, Botswana funded by the World Bank. He was 
also one of the technical experts that developed the legislative framework for the unbundling 
of Eswatini Post and Telecommunications Corporation (EPTC); development of the Strategic 
Plan for Eswatini Communications Commission (ESCCOM); and recently led a team of 
experts in developing the Strategic and Business Plan for EPTC for the next 5 years. 
He is an alumni of Harvard Kennedy School and Cambridge University, Judge Business 
School. 
 
 
 
 
 
MOHAMMED MAHURUF 
 

M r. Mahuruf is the co-founder and current Chairman of PEaCE.. Until 
the end of 2010, Mr. Mahuruf was the Regional Network Consultant of 
Cordaid (a Dutch based Catholic Organization for Relief and 
Development). Initially employed as a freelance consultant in 2000, he 
later worked as a fulltime consultant. During his tenure with Cordaid, 
he initiated the Peace Building and Development Institute in Sri Lanka. 
His regional involvement and interest in networking prompted the 
formation of the ‘People’s Space – space for people and people’s 
organization’ an initiative to create an inclusive, democratic and 
sustainable people’s movement in Sri Lanka. Mr. Mahuruf represented 
Sri Lanka on the People’s SAARC Regional Steering Committee since 

2007. People’s SAARC is the largest people’s movement covering all SAARC countries 
working towards the unification of people of South Asia. Furthermore, he played a key role in 
hosting the People’s SAARC 2008 in Sri Lanka, which was the first ever open and inclusive 
regional civil society event to be held in Sri Lanka with the presence of over 1000 regional 
delegates attending three days deliberations, with over 5000 people demonstrating on the final 
day. 
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Laura Higgins  
 

Laura brings many years experience, creating online 
safety and safeguarding programmes. Currently the 
Director of Community Safety and Digital Civility at 
Roblox, she previously worked for the UK Safer Internet 
Centre, where she founded several award-winning 
services including the Professionals Online Safety 
Helpline and the world’s first helpline dedicated to 
supporting victims of Image Based Abuse (also referred 
to as Revenge Porn). 
Laura has spoken on online safety topics across the 
globe including speaking at the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women in 2017 on the topic 
of image based abuse. She regularly appears in the 

media and has worked with safety partners all over the world, Laura has also worked with the 
biggest names in tech, sitting on the advisory boards of Twitter, Facebook Women, Snapchat 
and Roblox. She has been a Senior Visiting Fellow in Online Safeguarding at University of 
Suffolk since 2017. 
 
 
 
 
NANJIRA SAMBULI 
 

Nanjira leads the Web Foundation’s policy advocacy to promote 
digital equality in access to and use of the web. A Nairobi-based 
researcher and analyst, Nanjira brings broad expertise as an 
advocate and consultant working at the intersection of governance, 
media, culture and society. 
 
Immediately prior to joining the Web Foundation, Nanjira was 
Research Lead at the iHub in Nairobi, where she helped shape 
governance and tech research, and provided strategic guidance for 
the growth of technology research in East Africa. Her recent 
research includes work on the ICT and Governance Landscape in 
East Africa (iHub Research), Cybersecurity and Cyber-resilience 

in East Africa (CIGI), research into the challenges of promoting Internet access in developing 
countries while upholding net neutrality principles (Journal of Cyber Policy), and Technology 
Innovation Hubs and Policy Engagement (Making All Voices Count). 
 
Nanjira is a member of the DFID’s Digital Advisory Panel, board member at The New 
Humanitarian (formerly IRIN) , and a Commissioner on the Lancet and Financial Times Global 
Commission (Governing Health Futures 2030). She served as a panel member on the United 
Nations Secretary General’s High-Level Panel on Digital Cooperation (2018-19), as a trustee 
at UK Citizens Online Democracy (mySociety) (2016-2019), and as a deputy on the United 
Nations Secretary General's High-Level Panel for Women’s Economic Empowerment (2016-
17). 
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HARI OM 

Hari Om is Regional Youth Coordinator for the Royal 
Commonwealth Society, London, and also President & 
Youth Chairman of The Commonwealth Students’ Welfare 
Group of India (CSWGI) having, for the past 14 years, given 
vision and leadership to the Indian Youth Community and 
across the Commonwealth. He is also Board Member to a 
number of youth and child rights organisations in India and 
abroad. He is an alumnus of St. Stephen’s College 
(Economics & Philosophy) and holds a Post Graduate 
Diploma in International Law and Diplomacy from the Indian 
Society of International Law, New Delhi. He is also Director 

of Rajkamal Educational Institutes in Rajasthan established and run by his Family. He is 
working with a coalition of youth networks on Cross-cultural Commonwealth Youth projects, 
which aim at formulating and stimulating youth interest in Commonwealth, SDGs and 
International Affairs. He is also the Founder & President of Commonwealth Chambers of 
Commerce (CWCC) dedicated to enhancing economic ties within and beyond Modern 
Commonwealth. 

 

 

 

SALIL MITTAL 

Salil is a Head of Telecom Security at Reliance JIO. He has over 
14 years of proven leadership experience and has expertise in 
technology consulting, strategy, system design and operations. 
He has rich experience in identifying solutions, driving automation 
for the technology landscape and interacting with industry leaders. 
As part of his assignments, he has successfully formed cross 
geography global teams and ensured efficient delivery across 
industry sectors. 
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The Organisers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Commonwealth Security Group is an independent not for profit think tank focused on 
informing security policy in the Commonwealth, promoting intra-Commonwealth multi-
stakeholder security cooperation, and promoting the Commonwealth community as an engine 
for tackling global security threats. 
 
Founded in 2018, CSG is rooted in the Commonwealth Charter on Peace and Security. CSG 
aims to widen understanding of the holistic nature of security threats be they environmental, 
humanitarian, or political. Through specialised programmes, events, research and 
publications, CSG seeks to build multi-stakeholder partnerships and platforms that deliver 
security solutions across all 53 countries of the Commonwealth. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

India Future Foundation is a not for profit founded by Chevening Cyber Fellows Kanishk Gaur 
and Amit Kumar Dubey. 

India Future Foundation leads initiatives to drive change on digital and cyber security policies 
with an aim to foster & build Digital Ecosystem which guarantee Freedom of Expression, Trust 
and Safety.  

India Future Foundations Promotes online safety of Women and Children, Prevention of crime 
against Women on Internet, create awareness in society about emerging online threats and 
leads action to create impact on ground by working with governments policy makers, industry, 
academia, not for profit and Start-up’s. 
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UN Women is the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
created in 2010 as a UN entity. UN Women was created to accelerate progress on gender 
equality and to be a strong champion for women and young girls, providing them with a 
powerful voice at the global, regional and local levels. 

  

 

 
Forescout Technologies is the leader in device visibility and control. Our unified security 
platform enables enterprises and government agencies to gain complete situational 
awareness of their extended enterprise environment and orchestrate actions to reduce cyber 
and operational risk. Forescout products deploy quickly with agentless, 100-percent real-time 
discovery and classification, as well as continuous posture assessment. As of December 31, 
2018, 3,300 customers in over 80 countries rely on Forescout’s infrastructure-agnostic 
solution to reduce the risk of business disruption from security incidents or breaches, ensure 
and demonstrate security compliance and increase security operations productivity. Learn 
how at www.forescout.com 

 

 
 
CERT-IN is a functional department of the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology, Government of India, with the objective of securing Indian cyber space. CERT-
IN provides provides Incident Prevention and Response services as well as Security Quality 
Management Services. 

http://www.forescout.com/
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